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Item Company Cost Justification  Who has requested it Risks  

Breckland Water 
Cycle Study 

Scott-
Wilson 

£19,000 Lowest of four tenders by 
nationally recognised consultants 
in the field.  Scott Wilson have 
recently completed the Thetford 
Water Cycle Study to the 
satisfaction of Anglian Water and 
the Environment Agency.  Scott 
Wilson have good working 
relationship with Environment 
Agency and Anglian Water and 
can deliver the Study on a very 
tight timescale. 

Environment Agency 
and Anglian Water. 

Availability of water resources and 
more critically the ability to deal with 
waste water are significant issues 
across Breckland.  Not producing 
the study will leave Breckland in a 
position of not being able to 
demonstrate to the statutory water 
agencies and Government that the 
consequences of growth in 
Breckland on the strategic water 
infrastructure has been thoroughly 
assessed and solutions where 
feasible identified and programmed.  

Breckland A11 
Energy Study 

I.T. Power £43,000 One of nine tenders from a range 
of energy consultants.  The most 
expensive option but selected 
after interview on basis of robust 
and comprehensive methodology.  
On a day rate basis they are the 
least expensive as Breckland will 
be getting considerable   The only 
consultancy that has undertaken 
directly comparable work to that 
which Breckland is 
commissioning. 

Government Office 
and Norfolk County 
Council 

Availability of energy at Thetford and 
Attleborough has been identified as 
a significant issue which will impact 
on future development plans. Not 
producing the study will leave 
Breckland in a position of not being 
able to demonstrate to the 
Government that the consequences 
of growth in Breckland on the 
strategic energy infrastructure has 
been thoroughly assessed and 
solutions where feasible identified 
and programmed. 

Breckland 
Infrastructure 

EDAW £58,600 Two consultancies tendered out of 
the 18 invited.  Only EDAW 

Government Office 
and Norfolk County 

Breckland needs to be able to 
demonstrate that outside of 



Study – Stage 1 provided a submission in 
accordance with the tendering 
specification.  Additionally EDAW 
have direct experience of doing 
similar studies for Norwich and 
Thetford.  

Council.  
Infrastructure delivery 
regularly raised at 
Panel 1. 

Thetford, growth can take place in 
the District and that the impacts of 
the proposed distribution of growth 
reflect available infrastructure and 
where there are deficiencies they 
are not insurmountable.  Failure to 
demonstrate infrastructure delivery 
will result in an unsound LDF 

Breckland 
Infrastructure 
Study – Stage 2 

EDAW £80,000 Two consultancies tendered out of 
the 18 invited.  Only EDAW 
provided a submission in 
accordance with the tendering 
specification.  Additionally EDAW 
have direct experience of doing 
similar studies for Norwich and 
Thetford. 

Government Office 
and Norfolk County 
Council.  
Infrastructure delivery 
regularly raised at 
Panel 1.  

Where infrastructure deficiencies 
exist, Local Planning Authorities will 
need to demonstrate that there is 
sufficient value in development to 
bridge any infrastructure funding 
gap.  The ability to bridge the gap 
must take account of land values, 
development values, other policy 
requirements of the Council and its 
partners and investment 
programmes of utility/service 
providers.  This Study will inform the 
realistic level at which a 
development tariff could be set in 
Breckland. Failure to demonstrate 
infrastructure delivery will result in 
an unsound LDF 

Additional 
Assessment of 
Jobs Potential in 
Attleborough 

Pacec £4,500 Pacec recently completed the 
Breckland Economic Prosperity 
Strategy and are therefore ideally 
placed to advise the Council on 
revised employment figures for 
Attleborough. 

Norfolk County 
Council  
(Issue also raised by 
Highways Agency 
and at Panel 1) 

Original employment figures were 
based on Attleborough expanding 
by 1,000 homes and this generated 
a figure of 200 net jobs.  A new 
target of 4,000 homes was 
consulted on and agreed in early 
2007 and the economic impact of 



this growth on potential employment 
numbers in Attleborough needs to 
be assessed so that the right 
quantity of employment land is 
made available through the LDF. 

      

Additional 
European 
Habitats 
Assessment 
work  

? £20,000 The work has yet to be tendered 
although two consultancies have 
been approached informally to 
gauge costs and timescales.  The 
work will require the inputs of 
professional ecologists 

Natural England, 
Government Office. 

The Breckland LDF Core Strategy is 
required under the European 
Habitats Directive to be 
accompanied on submission by an 
Appropriate Assessment to 
demonstrate that the strategy will 
not have a negative impact on the 
qualifying features of the European 
Habitats in Breckland.   This work is 
not optional.  

Total  £225,100    

Uncommitted resource from 
existing LDF Production Budget 

£64,100    

Budget Gap £161,000    

 
 
 


